ABSTRACT 
Common | Yeineiples 


Juſt Vindicatigh 


OF THE 


RIGHTS 


Kingdom of God [4 
| Upon EARTH, '- 
Agaiaſt the - 


Poltick Machinations of Eraftien Hernidhs; 
Out of the 


Vindication of the  Deprived Biſbops, &c. 
By a very Learned Man of the Church of Zegland. 


CE: 
HE Kingdom of God wpon Earth i rice ISttarien, wid 
2s en Ms, ta 8 ; 


the ill 


The Preface. 


the Benefit thereof, and behold it in its Glory. And tho) there it at 
ſent little appearance 0 | & any ſuch Diſpoſition in thoſe, who are 

place, that t Oy wil be forwardeſt in ſuch —— whoever will 

do their part in this, as there us none but may do ſomething, ſo ry F4 
nothing that they can do ſo mean, if th a all they can, but will obtain a 
Glorious Reward, far above all this Wor brd. But it will require no 
little Courage, Generoſity Magnanjpnity and Conſtancy to (x xh-h it: 
for ſuch is the Nature and Terms of xrue Lord in thiKing as will 
ſhake off Multitudes of Pretenders, when t for Hamittance: - Tet 


It is, in ſhort, but firſt to diſpoſe themſelves for the receiving of Ti a; ; 


and then, when fairy propoſe; cordbally. imbrace it, own and 
ftick to it, and alt accor dine For ts firi# of theſe there us 
primed a ſbort Recipe: and ſome of the moit important and fi 

; + any Lewned Mar of te wc of Lola 
by a very Man /of the Chuxch of En eſtabliſhed by Lew, 
and a great and Zealous Champion fort." . It is true," it s but an Ab- 
ftrat, but an AbſtraQt of what is vihy hard to be met and of the 
very Marrow of it, the reft being only critical Learning, 

uſe to the greatelF part of even intelligent Readers ; but only 
and ſuch as are. curious in Matters of of lietle moment. .. 
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More mas intended concerning this Kingdom, ad rhrteye Subjes - 


of it, for the proper Uſe and Application © lication” of 4b Cabot Dech ner 
but becauſe k becauſe it may be more ſeaſonable anable when the Doftrine bath been received 


and digeſted, it may be ſuff — this Admonition : That 
\ av; ek From & only n: 


of this Kin Nor ir Vi le or Epiſco inconſiſtent with 
Smt bar 5 Schiſinatical Communion —_ both, and 


bk s. all this, Eſtabliſhed by Law "= ) 


ation from the One' Body and * 
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A Vindication of the 


by a ſecular Deprivation ; that they ſhould not only Owr, but 
Trarh, Thar none"are _ to adhere to themſelves in ſuch a 


Caſe when the Megifra is againit them,-no not ſo-much as in 
regard of Conſcience, that they ſhould by this means make the 
eff and moſt momentows Concerns for Souls ſubordinate to 
, Carnal Politicks, and the far leſs weighty Intereſts of 
/y Proſperity, and 'of particular Societies ; that they ſhould 
_ Fs it lea#t le of ſabſiſting under. a Per ecation, which 
was the Caſe moſt obyious iti the View 5 our Bleſſed Seviowr and 
his Apoſtles, and pong moſt larly provided for, if they 
took care for 4 & thing beyond . their own time : "Theſe ' 
I ſay, would not be very credible, if o were not very notorious. 
One would think none who valued the general good of Religion, 
and the ns —_ and the Souls of = t 6 turd the 
temporal Proſperity of any icular $ it 1s to 
conceive how by good Mat edn "do otherwile could even 
ſuch Opinions true, tho' his Wiſh. aloge were ſufficient to 
them ſo. How then is it agreeable,” that Clergy-Men of all Men 
ſhould be the moſt favourable and zealous Advocares for ſuch | 
nions, { manifeſtly deſtrattive of thoſe 


Intereſts, 
they of all Men t beſt to underſtand, and tobe moſt zealouſly 
concerned for ? How is it agrecable, that they Becton cannot 


be content to let the Memory of i# die, but that they muſt 
alarm us with future Fears of _ ated again by not” only 
Do but alſo 7 Juſifying them How is 'it agreeable; that 
they ſhould Go his j a Pre, yo Wer ty ſo little 
emogir who ang ion, and the. Church, when (even 
ey who have any Prices hiv fch le one and ſo very. 
lin e obliging them, even in Conftions, to v ne pe thing for: 
any particular Communion ? af Mops, es Ir oils 
Cope dependi __ he Pre of My _ ay 
reater- Concerns 0 Exermay, is 
ro to be believ while there are any Nanbne han ried 
them to it. Yet ray mango fg orig excuſe, when the. 
Conſequen rdrne. (UE £0 be ſo very valable on that very account of 
Mens bein Good or Religious. Much leſs when the | 


quences of the Princi on which they proceed ave ſuch in reſpedt 
to the Publick Intereſts even of their own Church, as put it in the 


Power of a Popiſh or Schiſmatical Prince ( and even of a ſecrer 1; 
or Apoſtate ) to diſſolye it when they. pleaſe. Suppole a perry 
Prince, 


Prins onda prep ran og ne oe | 
ll onr or, wt one AR of Sid, aan 

to 2 
They muſt ho longer 


as mes will, if ever 
we receive them. Dottrines of our own will break our Unior amoug 
onr ſeives, more than any of our Adverfaries open Violencies. 
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That the Church of Chriſt is not ta be confulered 
as « Sect, but 4s a Sacred Society ;_ arid that its be+- 
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A Vinaitation-of thi 
no means to be ſeparated. Nay , it hence appears, that the Do« , 
&rines it as a Set do lo by a near, and unavoidable, 
and evident Conſequence, it a Society, Thus therefore 
Fundamentals of 1ts being a Society, will be included in that 
of Doftrines which concern it as a Se#. ., And then what Matter is 
it that one of theſe Notions is antecedent, and the other, conſequent 2 
Thus' much at leaſt will follow, that there is no ſubverti it 434 

,without ſubverting it alſo as a Se# ; becauſe thoſe very Dodtrines * 
which make it a Se, do alfo con equentl tly obli eittobe a Socrery, 
For my part, I believe thoſe Doldrines the Trinity and Incarne+ 
tion, which all who believe any Fundamentals proper to /the, Chry- 
ftian Religion, as Revealed by God, do reckon among Fundamentals, 
not to have been revealed -for Speculation only, __ No which 
oblige Men to anite in it as a Society, The Unity 


is the prin thing inſiſted on/in the Doftrine fas 

whey ye Fes _ PpotOy 10 Men ths Tring, a 
of the Myſtical Union to whi were intitled by the External 
Union with the viſible Church, that wo partaking in ww ani 
Communion, the Korrwrie mentioned by St. Fobn, they had allo = K ES. 
Kerwrie with the Father and the Sor, : John x. 3. For it was 
manifeſt they muſt alſo partake of the Spirit, becauſe he who had 
not. the nts, of Chrift was none of bis. Tt was one AP and. 
that by partaking of the Trinicy we are made one | 
that by being united viſibly" to the Churth, weare cited 20: We 


Alyſtical Union. So whoever is united ws 
es; if he be not wanting to himſelf ig "iſt > the Chach baked: | 


alſo Myſtically to the Triniry;, and that whoever is- divided exter- 
nally from the Church, is thereby = -united from this Commus- 
nion and Union with the Trinity, what: more \prey 
ducements could be thought of to clings Men: to keeprka-a 
So alſo the deſign of the Incarnation was, by Chrif's-taking 
him our adn and our Fleſh, to make we Aſo one Body and ns uy 
with Him, thereby to en aur, Bodies to a Reſurrection; but then | 
our. being one Body and one Fleſh with Him, depended./on: opr. 
Members —_ the Church, ,w is called hu bai Fleſh, be Bones, 
We wereto-be Baprized inte this. one Body, became one: Body, by 
partaking of- one Bread. Which. plainly I that all the- Zewefurs 
of the Incarnation are derived to us by our + ene ed the Sacre 
ments,, and therefore by gur adhering inſeparably. ro whoaloge 
are autborixed by God to » ednixſtr them. Thus. plain ingot 
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. to thoſe other Fundamentals, , and therefore Fundamental in a higher | 


A Vindication of the 


Ramen ge that Errors of this kind muſt be reckoned for Fun. 
tal ones. Onur Adverſaries would have Vn by vs perety i. in Fundamen.s 1 
bliſhed, and puniſhed 2s 8 Spiritxal Crime, a —_ 
yr Authorit ; but they do not, in the mean time, de <0 
aware how Fundamental this very Notion of the « Choreh, as a di- 


ſin and ſpiritual Society, is to its having any Authority ,or Power, 


ro puniſh © much as Spiritually. All they can do 23 a Self, nt” | 
to reaſon with Hereticks concerning their Errors; and all | 
Means to reduce them are thoſe reaſons which can no farther 
vail with them than as they may ſeem Sa 
of the Hereticks themſelves. But on that acconnt | 
even Terms with the meag” whoſe Reaſons 


avoid . Hoo tt 
niſhable by a Authority, which ruine Fandamentally 
ny _ p which ſack Zrrers vets hayinllat; which de- 
—_— on hobo Jonny fed ne tt te Fon: 
If there be degrees of Fundamentals, 1 ; 
—_— concert the Chl x a Sep, to to be of the 
Fondamental in the higheſt phe: pre 
The arch is indeed obliged to keep the mrx.9e, the v 
UaivbsJor Aayay. Theſe are. the Expreſſions by which our _ 
faries themſtives, | believe, conceive the Snticies thantſtives call 
Fundamental to be ſignified. But the is obliged to v7 erin 
————_ How fo ? 
Diſput lf alan, by mage of Fereichs by 


herd S- A qe 3 nd noing uot ther De 
nal when he Now 
thi he, bu their Poor ah Covers? Ikea each An-- 
thority, and a Communion from whence incurable are to 
be rejected. So that in order to the k ar obcibrpoalobt— 
tals, the Church, as a Society, .1$ i epoſd ameokenty as a Condi-. 
tion that alone can qualifie her for ſach a Trx## committed 


to her. This Notion therefore as ent muſt be Fundamental 
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as ſhe wilt be faithful to her Truſt, in- ſecuring her Body from the+ | 
like Diviſions for the he pretender Fn took the firſt occani * 
pgs: ; their Schi/ms This, wh mr harper | 


reaſon. 
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munion, were properly -called Hereſies, On this phy 
Dofrine of the original Identity of Biſhops and Presbyrers was, no 


Hereſie in S. Hierome, who netw : 
the Biſhops of the Furiſdifhiont, any ed AE RS 
Aacrins, when upon account. © Jaentity bs ; 


ſumed to pay. no more Duty Os REA 
TuriſdiG50ns, than, he would haye. done to ſingle Bresbyters., 
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in Opinion made Hereſies in the Church, which 'were the Notes 6f 


the good 
NO; cans 


&@ When'he has 
other Original an FS P I 
nd: « loye. of Conrention, which me oor twonleders 
Ar each ior Qpiniens, 


ngredients 'of: Hereſie # -* ' it's, that Tuch"s 
ont 1c tg} gone deep ns 


i. HAN» Bras like thoſe which fill oor 
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account of the Nature of the Opinions themſelves, do'then 
be Heretical when they begin to be charadteriſtical of | 
munions, And that they do, not only when Men deſignedly ſepa- * 
rate from others on that very account, becauſe they are not of the 
ſame Opinions ;, but alſo when they venture on ſuch Praftices on 
account of their ſingular Opinions, wherein others cannot communi- | 
Is I Pr GOO 
| them in thoſe their ſingular Opinions, Then plainly the differing in _ 
ſuch Opinions, makes a difference of Communion unavoidable; and 
therefore the Opinions themſelves, in ſuch a Caſe as this is; are - 
Kft of different Communions, which will come under the d 
| as contradiſtint ng ag roy won 
{cribed of the Primitive Church, "Thus, had $. Fferome 
as far as Aerixe inthe Practice of his Opinion i 


cr rpg Anſett ware Fprke 


in Common with the Acrians, that Dofrine 
oy, (Pa rg; ' So alſo Opiuions' - 
reaſonable, w are actually productive of 
Ations. Thus Lattudinarian Opinions in the Churc 
weaken or diſſolve the i wh Conſcience' to maintain 
Church, as a Socvery, 1n a time. 0 ; 
ſtrate ;, yet till that Gaſefall rays. 
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Perſons with the Management of the Government of the 
whohave no Obligation of Prixciples or Conſcience to maintain 
25.an independent Society, or to ſuffer for it; char is, | 
never likely to maintain it in that very Cafe which-was moſt in'our 
Seviowr's and the Apoſtles View; that s, of a Perſecution. But 
when they aftually divide that Communion which they were never 
obliged in Conſcience to maintain, if they took the utmolt Libt 
— their Latieudinarian Principles would afford them ; and:whett; _r 
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CHAP. 1V. 


the Church of Chriſt 5 a Sociery independens on 
ung EO 
Rights, derived immediacy from « higher Authority, 
ſujet 1 noe of them, to the Dofrinie of 
| . the Catholick, Church in the F Ages. rv 
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A Vindication of the 


from the Scate, ſubliſted on their not owning it, eyen.as to a De- 
privation of their particular Diſtridt-and Juridiftions. ; It is yoto=; 
rions, and as, notorious as any one , Tradition of the Catholick, ©: 
Church in thoſe Ages, ( not excepting that of the Canon of the 
New Teſtament it ſelf ) that Chriſtians then, and not only then, but” _* 

in all the former Perſecutions that had been from the times of the-- - 

Apoſtles to that very Age, did own themſelves bound to adhere to. 
their Biſhops, when it was notorious withall, that thoſe Biſhops were-- . 
ſet up and maintained againſt the Conſent of the Civi = 
It is as notorious alſo, that this Adherence of theirs way-not only * 
Matter of Fa&, ( which is all our Adverſaries pretend here) but a : 


« 
- 
4 


Duty owned by them, as obliging in Conſcience, and as the reſult, 


of Principles. This appears, not only by the unqueſtionable Sins : 
cerity, of the Chriſtians of thoſe Ages, who were generouſly iafix 
enced by no Conſiderations but thoſe of Conſcience; not-only: 
their Suffering thoſe ſevere Penances impoſed on them, in -to 
' their recovering the Biſhop's Communion, even when 
was againſt him, which no other Conſiderations:copld recommend;« 
but only thoſe of, Conſcience : but from the Principles themſelves 7 
inſiſted on in the Reaſonings of St. Cyprian. . Such were theſe : That © 
all hopes of Pardon of Sin, of the Holy Gho##, of Eterngl Life on-Pexg, © 
formance of Duty, were confined to the viſible Communion of the 
Church ; that their viſible Comniunion with the Church. could not = 
y__ but by their viſible Communion with the Biſhop, as the 
cad of that Church, and the Principle of its Unity ; that who that - 
no then any oxhermiſe dllagihdle, br bythe ible Ding 
not then any e t viſible ; 
in which themſelves lived, and to whi id was dere hr x | 
to have a Title, whether the Magiſtrate would-or go. It isalfo as | 


ca 


KS 
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notorious, that theſe Reaſonings were not then the ſenfe of private ©- 


Perſons, but the received ſenſe of Chriſtians in-general, and indeed © 
Fundamental to that Catholick Communion, which , was then main-- 
tained where-eyer there were Chriſtians, Not only exery particu- 
lar Chriſtian of a Dioceſs did thus-aſfore Himſelf of his Right to Ec- 

cleſiaſtical Privil by his Communion with the Biſhop of that - * 
particular Diſtrid it; but he was intitlet! alſo to-Communiou with - | 
all the other Biſhops of the World, -and conſequently with i 
tholick Church in general, by the communicatory Letters of the Bl- - 
ſhop of his own particular Diſtri&. _ For it was by the mutual 'Obli- 
gation all Biſhops of the World had to ratifie the ond” > | 


, 4 [nd . » 
© a A 7 \* . 4 
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Rights, of thr-Cbureb. 
Diſtricts, that he who was admitted a, Member of os 
intitled.$o- the Commonion, of: ; and thet " | 
from, one,was excluded I ws Fu 
could juſtifie his Reception of a of. 
his own,.Communion, if he had not the commu 
own Biſhop. -,. Thus.it 4 
cular D:ſtri&s without | 
lick Doitrine, - Whence it plainly it 
which is all that,can be 
is, in thePrinciples, of. 
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A Vindication of the | 
Guthotick Biſhops (that is St. $ Term) gave their commu- 
Letters, not to Novatian, but Cornelis; and received none T. 
to to their own Communion on the communicatory Letters of Nevatian F 
but only on thoſe of Cornelizes., And that Eby v5 
Principle, that Cornelixs fone validly B of Rome Novation | 
could never be a Biſhop fame Diſtrict without the 5 
or Ceſſion,  Depefeation of Cornelis ;, and that fn = him no __ 
Biſhop of that Place to which he was conſecrated, he be no-. 
Biſhop at all. So far. they were then from our Jate Tay, of x 
IP; wo. Biſhop of the Catholick Church without a, particular Diftritt, Had © 
they thought ſo, t oy might have ratified Novatian's AQts, as a Bis » 
ſhop, becauſe he had received his Power from Biſhops, tho” not " 
Biſhop of Xome. Comparing the Catholick Church to a Fanum, or + 
am le, he was Profants, as not being in the Temple, nor having | 
t to enter into it. Co ing it to the e in which the / 
Paſſover was to be caten by the Jews, he was Fori, not in that | 
Houſe, in which alone the Paſſover was to be caten. Theſe were \. 
the Notions of St,C NE ted ohes un- , 
derſtood of the Catholick Church in general, 
Novatian out of the Catholick in gene, 
lar Church of Rome, of which SR 
Juſt as'in ordinary Doro malcitiens, they yall airy ſap: 
poſed, that he who was by any A of obliging 
of his Right to his own Church, MS Aſs Toft hike 
thereby to all the parti r Churches in the World. _ 
alſo ſuppoſed Novatian to have caſt himſelf ont of his own | 
aſſuming to himſelf the Name of a Head of that Body, own ES 
ready had a Head, and cond have no_ more than *one. And t ; 
Notions, and this Language of St.C wird 4 vary 
owned univerſally by the ie whole Body ls 
his Time, when they ated conſequently tn than, an tdok Then £ 
for the Meaſures, by which they or refuſed their own' © 
Communion. Nor ix it to be thotgge ſ, ar that Notiagen 
—_ be Fwy; ge Wae and received univerſally, not as the 
= Perſons, but as the publick Dorine, and 
Catholick Communion, as > raftiſed not only in that erp ag 
of St. x pred but as v niong from the Apoſtles themſelves, and 
very firſt Originals of Chriſtianity : For theſe were Ser FoLre vate 


Opinions uſually were ) only the refutt of caſomngs ; they . - © 
were received as the Fundamentals of Chriſlanity, (hich hich were not _ 
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from him. This appear'd ply in the Caſe of Martian of 4+ 
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(AVinditation df pe. 
Biſhopon the'* copimunicatory Letters of 'Novatian; and-they 
—_ none from mula whilſt they were divided- 
Thus all his'Subjefts came to be-involyed as well as 
that which-was higheſt of all was, that-even 7 were ſo 
to have:divided themſelves from their Brethren, af they cc 
cated with him; chat «, if, according to the; cuſtom of that 
they either gave COMMNNic Letters'to him, or receiy'd-any & 
their own Communion on' the. like pray rg Latteys receiv'd 
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who was -0n'\this yery -accou IT AEIINY 
his Brethren ;' and would, 6 have in the 
of Fabins of Antioch, if he 'had-procceded fo. fars Fd wes 
plainly ſuppoſe, that ſuch Biſhops alſo had cut themſelves off 
Catholick Contain by their _ A&., :And by this-means' is 
appeared to have more a private Opinion in 
when even .no-Biſhop could wah cmony p59 brig neg 
Brethreh,' he: diſlented/from them 
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©ration, 4 more compleat account of that is reſerved for waits Decake 
© may be expeted ere long. And in the mean time'to cnn 
© the Reader, we ſhall conclude with the recital of part of a $. 
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© Original Manuſcript,” Itis $ 25. Pay: 71. a foloweth, | 
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: Fences, they were Lunatick. incapacity was alone ſufficient for that. And this Inc a of 
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